Potential uses of recombinant human factor VIIa in veterinary medicine.
In human beings, rFVIIa has been used successfully to promote hemostasis in patients with various bleeding disorders. Patients with hemophilia, thrombocytopenia, and thrombocytopathy have been effectively and safely treated as well as patients with severe trauma or surgery resulting in profuse bleeding and patients with impaired liver function. Given these successes, the possibility of using rFVIIa in veterinary medicine is appealing. The clinical indications and uses in veterinary medicine would be similar, but there are currently two major obstacles: immunogenicity and cost. If these problems can be addressed, rFVIIa may become a valuable and indispensable therapy, especially in the emergency and critical care settings. The use of rFVIIa could allow for successful treatment of otherwise intractable bleeding as well as decrease the number of blood transfusions needed.